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The ARGUMEN T. 


DGAR King of England, having beard the.beauty 
of ELrRIDA, daughter of ORGar, Earl of De- 
vonſhire, highly celebrated; ſent his Favourite Miniſter * 
 ATHELWOLD 70 the father's caſtle, to diſcover whether 
ſhe was really ſo beautiful, as Fame reported her to Be; 
and if foe was, 10 offer her his Crown in marriage. 
ATHELWOLD, on ſeeing her, fell violently in Love with 
| ber himſelf, and married her; conveying her ſoon after 
10 bis own caſile in Harewood Foreſt, where he viſited 
her by ftealth from court; and in bis abſence left 
ber with a train of Britiſh Virgins, who form the 
Corus. After three months, Ox AR di iJapproving - 
this confinement of his daughter, came diſguiſed io Hare- 
wood 19 diſcover the couſe of it. His arrival opens the © 
Drama. The incidents, which are produced by ATaRzL. 
woLp's return from court (who was. abſent when 
ORGAR came to his caſtle) and afterwards. by the . 
unexpefted wiſit of the King, form the Ee180Ds of the 
Tragedy; the feigned pardon of ATHELwoLD, drawn _- 
from the King by the earneſt interceſſions of Euunina, 
| brings on the PERIPETIA, or change of fortune; and 
the Angle combat between the King and ATRHRITWOI D,. 
in which the latter is ſlain, occaſions ELeriva to take. 
the vow, which completes the CATASTROPHE. 
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PERSONS of the DRAMA. 
OA, Earl of Devonſhire. „ 
cnonus, of Britiſh Virgins. © : 
EL TRIDA, Daughter to Ox OAR. | 155 f 
ATHELWwoOLD, Huſband to EXT AIDA 

Epwin, a Meſſenger. | PE 
Epox, King of England. 2 
On oAx, diſguiſed in a Peaſant's Habit, ſpeaks the 
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ow nobly does this venerable ad; 
Gilt with the glories of the orient ſun, 
Emboſom yon fair manſion !:'The ſoft air 
Salutes me with moſt cool and temp'rate breath; 
And, as I tread, the flow* c-beſprinkled-lawa 
| Sends up a gale of fragrance. I ſhould gueſs, 
If e'er Content deign'd viſit mortal clime, 
This was her place of deareſt reſidence. 
Grant Heav'n! I find it ſuch. *Tis now three months, | 
Since firſt Earl ATHELWOLD eſpous d my daughter. 
He then beſought me, for ſome little ſpace | | 
The nuptials might be ſecret ; many reaſons, 
He faid, induc'd to this: I made no pauſe, 
But, reſting on his prudence, to his will 
Gave abſolute concurrence. Soon as married, 
He to this ſecret ſeat convey'd EurRIDA; 
Convey'd her as by ſtealth, enjoy'd, and left her: $5 
Yet not without 1 know not what excuſe _ 
Of call to court, of Ebcaxr's royal friendſhip, | 1 A 
' And England's welfare. To his prince he went: I 
And ſince, as by intelligence I gather, ; 
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He oft returns to this his cloyſter'd wife; 
But ever with a privacy moſt ſtudied; 
orrowing diſguiſes till inventive art 
dan ſcarce ſupply him with variety. 
His viſits, as they're ſtol'n, are alſo ſhort ; ; 
Seldom beyond the circuit of one ſun: , _ 
Then back to court, while the his abſence mourns 
Full many a lonely hour. I brook not this. 
Had ATHeLwoLD eſpous'd ſome baſe. born peaſant, 
This uſage had been apt: bur when he took _ * 
My daughter to his arms, he took a virgin, 1 
Thro' whoſe rich veins the blood of Britiſh Kings 
Ran in unſullied ſtream. Her lineage ſure 
Might give her place and notice with the nobleſt 
In Epext's court. ELyr1DA's beauty too 
(1 ſpeak not from a farher's fooliſh fondneſs) 
Would ſhine amid the faireſt; and reflet 
No vulgar glory on that beauty's maſter. 
This act beſpeaks the madman. Who, that own'd 
An em'rald, jaſper, or rich chryſollte, * | 
Would hide its luſtre, or not bid it blaze 
Conſpicuous on his brow ? Haply OS alk | 
May have eſpous'd ſome other. *Sdeath he durſt not. 
My former feats in arms muſt have inform'd him, 
That Orcan, while he liv'd; would NEVE, prove | | 
A traitor to his honour. If ib 
This aged arm is not ſo much unſtrung 
By lack'ning years, but Juſt revenge will brace i ir, | 
And, by yon awful heav*in—Bur hold, my rage. 
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Or ſhatter'd.ruin of a moſg-grown tow- r., 
Where at pale midnight's ſtilleſt hour, 
This each rough chink the ſolemn orb of night.» 
Pours momentary amy. of | trembling a | 
0 | Away, ye, Ives, aby; 2 
Shrink at ambtofial Mornings liping ray; 
Ih bat living ray, whoſe pow'r oY 8 
Unfolds the ſcene ef glory td our ", 
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The cherub Beauty fits 6h Nature's ruftic hre > 
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We pi ty and condole thy wretched ſtate, - 
mm en chy part. 
Claims juſt. returns of pity : for whoſe lot 
Demands it more than theirs, whom fate forbids 


To taſte the joys of courteous charity ; 


To wipe the trickling tears, which dew the cheek 


Of palſied age; to ſmooth its furrow d bro, ; 1 
And pay its gray hairs each due reverence ? _ | 


Yet ſuch delight we are forbid to taſte! 
For 'tis our lord's command, that not a * 
However high 5 his wt „ 
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Alas, no tyrant he; the more our wondur.. 
At this harſh mandate: Tenderneſs and Pity 


Have made his breaſt their home. He's a man 
More apt, thro” inborn gentleneſs, to err 
In giving metcy's tide too free a/courſe,s / = 75 


To ſtint its channel. This his praiſe jou'lh bear. 
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The deep baſe rolls its manly melody, dr S 364 T 


0 Guiding the tuneful choir 5 2158" 2: 85Upeiees 5 
3 y S F} + 2 


So thou, Humanity, halt font clong! + Sie T 
Th' aceofdant paſſions in — Poke es 
| And ges curimientat concerverigs — % 
| c 1. 0 K U 1 4 At 7 —ͤ 9. 
But ſee, Font comes.) -. 
Should: we aglin"felume our former ſtrain, i 
And hail the Man that paints her walking nam | 
Or ſtay her geile bidding ? Rather ſtaß ; 
For, as I think, ſhe ſeemyin — «WR 16A 
And there are — when * the n 
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II Maso * LF. R I. Btu "= 
| my Viewing 1. 
With what a leaden and retarding weight, 
Does Expectation load the wing of Nine: 
Alas, how have theſe three dull hours crept on. 
Since firſt the ctimbon mantle of the morn = 
Skirted yon gay horizon? Say, my Pa, 
Haye In miſcounted? Did not ATHELWOLD v 059 
At parting bx this morn for his teturn n ü 
This dear Tong: -with'd for morh ? He did, * 
And ſeald It Wirkt a Kiſs; Te bor err. 
And yet he comes not. He er quellbip | 
T be ſun's moſt early ſpeed, and make itg ring 
To me unwiſh'd;and needleſß. This del, Ar 
Creates ſtrange doubts and ſcruples in my breaſt... 
Courts throng with beauties, and my WAY LY 
* a ſoft, ſuſceptible Ys ap 


& > 


2. To 3 
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The only cauſe. Alas, it is not ſoi 

Why, but becauſe he dreads FER: Joy rs 
oF 9 


W END I MN 
To yield i its love to evꝰry ſparkling eye, 1 5 
As is the muſn · roſe to diſpenſe its fragrance 


Toev'ry whiſpꝰ ring breeze; perhaps he's . 
Perhaps ExrRIDA“s wretched, 


CHQRUS. 
| 400 1:1; es 8 
Ah ſee! how round yon branching elm the ivy . 
Claſps its. green folds, and poiſons. what ſupports i I 
Not leſs injurious. 15 the thogrs, ol yan 


Ih ne. jealouſy. La. 


E L F RIDA. 5 
My wind nor pings 
With PA irn ſecure in peace. 
Who loves, muſt fear; and ſure who loves like me, 
Muſt great! y fear. | 


hy» H 0 R U * 

3 Let whence the cauſe ? Your Earl 
Ha e ever yet. (this little breach excepted + : 
Been punctpal to appointment. Pid his eye Fi 
Glow with leſs ardent paſſion hen he left you, 
Than at the firſt bleſt męeting? No! I mark d him, 
His parting glance was that of fervent love, 


And eee unalter' d. Do not fear lr 
eg n F R 1 Nn ba. 
2 vuld not fear him, were his nere. tay 


Why comes my Eatl ſo ſecret to theſe arms = 


$45.4 2 bf - 4 em 
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orf 


E LF RID 
* * 4 4. „ 1 ; 1 ; 


Here ſhrouded up, like the pale Votariſt. 
Who knows no viſitant, ſave the lone owl; | 2 
That nightly leaves his 1vy+ſhrouded cell, 
And fails on flow wing thro the cloiſterid — 
Liſt'ning her ſaintly oriſons? Why am 
Deny d to follow my departed Lord 
Whene ler his duty calls him to the ge 


i | CHORUS.” . 
covet not that; the nobleſt proof of loss 
That ATwELWOLD can give, is ſtill to guard 
Your beauties from the blaſt of courtly pales, 
The crimſon bluſh'of virgin ae . üer e 
The delicate ſoft tints of innocence” am EP) 
There all fly off, and ene m 

But well rang'd, faded features. Ah, — [ 
Shou'd you be daonyd, which happier fate forbid ! „ 
To drag your hours through all that nauſeous ſeene : 

Of pageantry and vice; your purer breall, © _ 
True to its virtuous reliſh, ſoon. would * 7 F 
A fervent fig fi gh for innocence and Harewood. | 


ELFRIDA.. 


'You much miſtake me, Virgins; the oog d 9 
Were undeſſr d hy nge, did not that palsce 
Detain my ATHELWOLD.. If he were here, 
His preſence would convert this range of W n f 
To ſtately c columns; theſe gay-liv ried flow'rs 5 
To troops of gallant ladies and yon deer, Re. £ 
Thar j jut their antlers forth th n fray, 


* 


- 
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To armed knights at jouſt or tournament. © 

If ATHELWoOLD dwelt here; if no ambition 

Could lure his ſteps from love, and this ſtill er 

Tf I might never moan his time of abſence, 

Longer than that which ſerv d him for the chaſe 

Or of the wolf, or ſtag; or when he bore l 

| The hood-wink'd Tame: forth might is — 
Virgins, | 

And theſe alone, be E 8 0 intervals, 


| ſhould not haye one thought ſemote from ore 
wood. 


* 1 
Cs > E 1 


1 CHORUS. "FR T7 
And ould you wiſh that ATHELWoLD, ſhould fight f 
The weal of England, and on theſe light toys 
Waſte his unvalued hours? No, fond ee 1 
Kere ee Gul 5s wing'd for pobler flights. 
ELFRIDA: ade 


What 1 8 muſt England's welfare h hold. — Ea 
For ever pad Pe ſhades Y 12 8 


box on, e 
We ſay not that. 

The youth, who * ig pleaſute i tempting! FIR 
At well-judg'd intervals, feels all his ſoul 
Nerv'd with recruited ſtrength ; but if too 'oft 
He ſwims in ſportive mazes chrough the Wot, 
It chills his languid virtue. For this cauſe 
Your Earl forbids, that theſe enchanting groves, | 


And their fair metre Þ ſhould | poſſeſs h him vw. 28 
ior | e. 


e * 
— . 


E L. F k Dia is 
He knows he has a country and n 
That claim his firſt attention; yet be 3 
*T will not be long, ere his unbending nd 
Shall loſe in ſweet oblivion. ev'ry care, 
Among th embon ring ſhades that yeil Exypzpa; 


ELT RID A. HI r 
Oh be that ſpeech prophetic ; may he ſoom 
Seek theſe embow” 1 ® Thades ! ; Meatiwhile, 
friends 14 20 
Sooth me with harmony. I know cata? 
That ye were nurs' d in Cornwall's wizard caves, 
And oft have pac'd the fairy-peopled vales © 
Of Devon, where Poſterity retaing ? 451 9/7 | 
Some vein of that old minſtrelſy, which breath'd *- 
Through each time: Hondur d grove of Britt oa 
There, where the ſpreading nſecrated or 
Fed the ſage miſletge, the holy Druid 5 
Lay rapt in moral muGogs 4. While the B arqs 
Call'd from cheir ſalpazn harps ſuch lot 5 
As drew down Faney from the e Li . 
To paint ſome radiant yiſion;on. thei, 85 s * 
Of high myſterious import. But on me 
Such ſtrains ſublime were waſted 1 1 bur af 
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A ſprightly ſong, to ſpeed the lazy flight _ 4 * 
Of theſe dull hours. And muſic ſure can 1. 5 
A magic ſpell to make them ſkim their rougd, ww 
Swift as the ſwallow circles. \,Try its power: 55 
While 1, from yonder hillock, watch his coming. 

Ain 2 11 9643 I'FE3 36 201 9ff [Exit Effridas 
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The Tues tl her date tale, 
Sequeſter' &! in ſome ſhadowy vale ; 
The Lark in radiant ether, floats, 
And ſwells his wild extatic notes: 
Wil Meanwhile on yonder hawthorn ſpray , 
" The Linnet wakes: her temp rate lay; 
She haunts no folitary ſhade, . 
She flutters Oer no ſun - nine med. 
No love-lorn griefs depreſs her ſong, Es 
No raptures lift it loudly high, 
But ſoft ſhe trills, amid th' aerial throng, 5 
Smooth ſimple. ſtrains of ſob reſt harmony. 5 | 


Sweet Bird! like thine bur lay ſhall flow 
Nor gaily briſk, nor fadly'flow ; ¼ 
For to © ok note ſedate, and clear, 1 1 *. t 
Corr ſtill lends a lift ning ear. | 50 
"Reclin'd this moſſy bank along. mb 24 
Of NAV he Hel u bien Fay ++ 199 
Why hears not now ? What fairer gross 
From Harewood lures her devious love ub 
What fairer grove than Harewood 6 
| More woodland walks, more fray grant gals, | 
More ſhadowy bowers, inviting ſoft 5 — A 


More Rouen ſlow-whnd Ting: thro'her . 8 et 


Perhaps to ſome lone cave the Rover flies, 
Where ld FI: 


E 


Fen 


/ 


6 b R ID wy 
For, from the Hall's tumultuous ſtate,., Un 
Where bannets wave with blazon d gold, . 54 
There will ch e he meck-e Js Matron oft retreat, 2 
And with t folemn ge high converſe hold. 


 eFhere; Goddeſs, on tlie maggy 2 * 
Where tumbling torrents roar around, i 
Where pendant moùmtains & er Im a roy 
_ Stretch their reverential ſhade; 1, 
Fou liſten, while the holy = ere e 
Slowly chaunts his veſpers clear; | 
Or of his ring tl parks, i 77 ae) 
The ſav'ry pulſe, the wheaten ae, 1 
The bey rage cool of limpid till. mr 
Then, riſing light, your hoſt you; bens 
And o'er his ſaintly temples bland diſti! Bad 
| Seraphic day-dreams of beav n- 12 happineſs. - 


Where'er. thou art, enchanting: Palin, 
Thou ſoon. wilt ſmile in a Soda hou * 
Soon will thy fairy feet be ſeen, .... 
Printing this dew-impearled. green 1 1 
Soon ſhall we mark thy geſtures et, 19910 
Thy glitt ring eye, and. dimpled cheek, , ... : + 
Among the welcome gueſts that any + ne 
Attendant on the ſtate of Loe. 
There, when the Sov'reign leads along 

Of Sports and Smiles Aa) ſocund train 
Then lat, bur loveliet of the lovely was: d w. 
Thou com'ſt'to ſoften, yer ſecure his mg 
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And, hark, compleating 6ur "ptophettt . 1 ; 
The fleet hoof rattles o'er the flinty way ; 3 : 
Now nearer, and now neafer Tounds. . w 919i ; 


18 


Avaunt f ye vain, deluſtve Fears. aA 
Hark !, Echo tells. through Mage 8. e 
3 


That Love, ( Content, and Arkxf LwoLD appears. 
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ATHELWOLD, ELFRIDA, enokus 


ATHELW:OL . 
Look ever thusy- e eee e 
Thus always meet my tranſporii Let theſe arms 
Thus ever fold me; and this-chee; that blooms 


With all health opening tuſts, preſs my tips, 
Warm as Ac this ble moment * int in 15 4) ba 


$5.4 3 : 2 
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I nenn Aru M fg, 
1 n a ſtern febulke'; : 5 
Had arm'd my brow with from ns, aid taught my 
Th' averted glance of coldiiefs, whith 0 „ 
Greet ſuch a loit ring lover: but 1 nd 
Tas & vain taſk 3 for this my want heart 
Forgets each leſſon, which teſentihent woght,- 
And in my ſight knows only to be happ! 


aTHELWoLDd 
My beſt Eurzipa—Heav': ns: it cannot la, 


The giddy height of j joy, to which I'm — & 
* 25 2 banging rock, at whoſe low — 1 


E, LI FI R II D N. at © 


The black and beating ſurge of Infamy 13 0 
or OE OT „ 


9 ele dadpine 
So ſoon. to Eu into this muſing mood - 
I thought, my Lord, you promis d you would leave : 
Theſe looks behind at Court. Nay, tas the ww 2 
Aſſign'd for this my reſidence at Harewood,. -. - 

That you might never come to theſe fond arms, 
But with à breaſt devoid of public care, 
And fill'd alone with rapture and Ela a. 
Said you not ſo? Why then that penſive poſture, : k 
That down. caſt eye? Surely the City's din, — 
And this calm grove have loſt their een . 
51 with 9975 the Palace. 5 {16 rae, . 
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Nay, my beſt Lord, 1 feat it Bt in r 

For wol you big we quit theſe be v an += 

For fame bare heath, or oth unpeopled defer; - ', 

Believe me, I would Wick its' wildnefs Eden, | 
If ATHELWOLD with frequent viſitation 10 | 

Endear'd the. he ws Pe bur ** 1 

My Father. 2 1 55 5 I 

© AWE Ee hn 710! | 

H ah why'b him ? OY n : $44 W +1 4 
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E LF RID A. 
+ You know his temper x 
How jealous of hjs rank, and his trac'd lineage | 
From royal anceſtry. I fear me much, . 
He will not brook you ſhould conceal me long 
In this lone privacy: No, he will deem it 
Far unbecoming her, whoſe veins'are fl'd 
With the rich ſtream of his nobility. 


Should it be ſo, his hot and fiery nature, 


1 doubt, will blaze, and do ſome dreadful outrage. 


ATHELWOLD.. 
He need not know it, or, if chance he ſhould, 


| It matters not, if ſo this foreſt life 


Seem of your own adoption and free choice. 
And that it will ſeem, I truſt that love, 


Which ever yet has met my wayward will 


With pleas'd compliance, and unaſł d: aſſent. 
E LF NLD 


And ever ſhall; yet blame me not, my Lord, 
If prying g womanhood ſhould prompt a wiſh 


To learn the cauſe of this your ſtrange commotion, 
Which ever wakes, if 1 voy frop one 7 NO. 
Of quitting Harewood | | 


ATHELW OLD. | 
Go to the clear ſurface _. 
Of yon unruffled lake, and bending o'er it, 
There read my anſwer. 1 u 
E L FRI DA. 


2 Theſe are riddles, Sir— 
| SES 


E 1 * 111 21 
1 A THELW OE 2 
No; for its glaſſy and reflefling ſurface as: a3 
Will ſmile with charms too n a e 


: i W . 2 
Does Ae diſtruſt Exysipa's aich? 


* 

1 4 

* k : - 
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ATH E LWOLD. 
No ; but he much diſtruſts ELFRID a's e 


a1 = 
| ATHELWOKR, od 
Never more in earneſt ry 


1 3 not for the throne which 994, firs "=, 3 i} 
That Epcas mould D it, id 


ELF RID A. 2 
e op: Landy 
Think you * face, that capght your ſingle heart, 
Will make all hearts its captives ? Vain ſurmize. 
| Yet grant it could ; the face is yours alone: 
Not Epcar's ſelf would dare to ſeize it from you. 


' Epcar's 4 King, and not a tyrant. | 
ATHE LWOLD. 


Way 


4 1-6 3 


True, 
Epoax's « King hah his fla fo 2 

Walk ever in the fore right road of honour 
Nor do I know what lure can draw his ſteps 


Devious from that 0 par, ſave only one: 
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That tempting lure is beauty. Ah! ELyziDa; 
Throw but the'dazzling bait within his view, 
The untam'd wolf does not with fiercer rage 
Burft the ſlight bondage of the ſilken net, 
Than he the ties of law. Late, very late, 
Smit caſually with young MATILDA 8 face, R 
He ſtrait commanded her reluctant Mother 
To yield her to his arms: nor had ſhe *ſcap'd 
The violating fervour of his love, : 
Had nvt the prudent dame ſuborn'd her Kaka 
To take the unchaſte-office, and be led, 
Veil'd in the maſk of night, ta Encar's m_—_— 
A counterfeit M ATILDA. - AS it chanc'd, 

The damſel pleas'd the King, nor did n 
A whit abate his fondneſs; he —_—_. ::._ 
The prudent mother, eas d MaTiLpa' £ feats. ̃ 
And led the wanton gh ta his court, 
Where till ſhe ſhages— - 
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TT "0h 03 p43; 8 
ot ns” "A Earl Arnzlwols, 
N winger arrives; his ſpeed and Sa; V 
Spock ſome important errand. 


. . 31 „ 


EDWIN, ATUELWOLOBLFRIDA. 
CH ORS. 


rel. E 
„ en een ee lion vo., Kan: | 


"EDWIN..., $35, 


| The Kip Lord, hen bis e OMEYL: 
n * "ATHEE: | 


* * 
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»ELFRfS A MM 
40.5 CACLRTES 277 anne uno f *! 1 : 


„ATARI 0 


The King! een 1560 70 
E. D W I N. 1 f 
His purpoſe is to paſs through Mercia + 


And in a hafty meflage, ſome two hours 

After you left the !pdlJave, this his pleaſure 
Was ſent you by Lord Sz0r81D-3Withal:: 40 
Commanding yeux attendance,: To. bſeng(? 
He ſiraitway'turn'd;his courſe.thro*:this — | 
Meaning to chace the, Stag i hin train is ſmöll, 
4 * purpaſe ſud den. 


EL F) 1 1 IN % i 1d Lak 


33 A 44 : Gaod, my Lord, 
Why thus, perple: 47 ys | 
TT | 
n his 3 v6 He 5s wha 10 770 ER 217 
sis on brow 85 * 
O 99d) 261 won 22h 1on n Nen 


: „ ba RV1 DAH e on 10 
nit A ow The notice fure is ſnott :; 

But that's trifle, A ſmall trait requĩr ens 
nm nee gp panents 4 


e 1 41TH ETL Wo am : 4 Way Be! 7 

Yes, let him come · ᷑ {6 thou wilt lay, Exaniva;.. 
When thou baſt heard my tale. Yes, let him comes, 
So wilt thou ſay, and let thy hyſhand-periſh..; - 
et ſhall cheſe arm onge more embrace cer cbeb. 
11 * * eee, Sl 
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Tis o'er : in that embrace Errzipa's Love 
Was buried; dnd-in that embrate, the Peace | 
Of * ATHELWOLD. | 


nt. 4 * Lal 


FRI D A. 


eee Whit an un be be! 


DORN e 


Oh * Ebwrrl when ſurviving Malice 


Shall prey upon the fame of thy dead Malter, 
Wut chou not ſome way flrive to check the n 


Inſatiate Fury? Wile thou ſee my name 
DefiPd, and blacken'd with Detraction's venom, 
Ne 84143 

e ELF RID A. 
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og ATHEEWOLD, 
Peace; not a word of Beſt, or Lov'd, or Dear: 
Theſe are; not titles now for thee to uſe, 
Or me to triumph in. Virgias, retire; | 
We would a while be private; | Nay, tur. 


Concealment would be vain; — pong 7 


Are bound to me. Arpinat as for you, 


1 
>. » 


What means thy delt 55 


* 


I ſav d your father when his blood was — a 


428214 CHORUS. ket. 24 
Not 1, Sor ie Earl, alone, but all this train 


Are bound by ev'ry tie of faith and love 


To gen'rous ATHELWOLD to that mild Mater, 


Who never forc'd our Service to one en, 


1 


5 * 


N E 
: | her 
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But of ſuch liberal 25 as ; Exeed m g elk 
Would d ſmulingly. pe form. * 
„ 7171 5 
0b ARA LW. O. L D. 60 
* 12 02 11414; It may bom fa, 6x7 
But where's the tie, duns. em „nd 
Thy faith and ane? 85 1716 © 16213 wil 1 


ann ELF RT 5 A. bez at 791 2 
The golden apud tie. Try but i rent | — 


A T H E LW OLD. 

I muſt perforce this inſtant. Know, LOR | 
Once, on a day of high feftivity, 7 0 OO 
The'youthful King, encircled with his Nobles,”” 
| Crown'd high the ſparkling b and much of 
5 Love, 4 
Of Beauty much tde ſprightly ae ran 
When, as it well might chane,, the, briſk L. 

 ARDULPH | 
Made gallant note of Onda peel l 
And in fuch phraſe as might enfl ie a breaſt 
More cool than EboeAx's. munen 
Th' impatient Monarch gave me ſwift commiſſiot 
To yiew thoſe charms," o ener Lite Aare, 


3 


i 


tongue | 
Hat given ſuch warm Getty x * whoſe n 


If my impartial eye gave full aſſent. 
I had his royal mandate on — iy” noo 
Xs * Daene, 3 


_ a: ELPRIDA. 
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rab 
959 Stead of which * 
You came, and hail'd me Wife of ArnITIwOor p. 
Was this the tale I was ſo taught to fear? 
Was this the deed, that known would make me r 
Thy claſping arm, as twere the pois'hous adder? 


No, let this tender, fond embrace aſſure thee, 


That thy ELzz1D4's love can never die; 
» If it could, this animating touch, - 
Would ſoon rewake it into life and rapture. 


ATHELWOLD. ; ; 
Doſt thou then pardon me? Come, injur'd lowreign, 
Plunge deep thy ſword of e this . 
And I will die contented. 3 "oy Fa 

ELFRIDA. | 

TIO 3 Hees bid 
What ca can be done 1 | 
| "IF AGREE TE: ' 

april Indeed, ye c conſtant pre 
Tis bt 5 live to fx the coming danger. 
For Safety now ſits wav ring on your Love, l 
Like the n down upon the Thiſtle” c beard, 
Which ev'ry breeze may part. Say, noble tal,” 
What feint 1 5 N lall the SST: $ N 4 5 


Soon as theſe e had veil'd wy 8 . . 
I haſted _ to OY — at Axpyuen, > 


181 1 2 | WE. And . 


0 * © 4 * 2 > 6-0 
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And talk d of Exrzig,, as of vulgar, heautics ; 
gras no uncomimgn ft chr ning in her . 

breaſt that ſhan'd the ſhow, or cheek the role, 2 
* believ'd thy And e 


e 
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But an EN: zreat Medes, 
| With Ok 40 | 01 
The theme ar co 
La ere og lr cos IAU 1 girl: 1 206 1A 
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A BR OLD. 
FEE EE "rus, it would; 
40 heap we ber i Taft was here 
The Kin vg Was taught) 1 2. to Wed wi 0 | 


19: 114770 005 97707 710m your r 


buck wi ELI R 1b ar wi pA 


Rien, $60 1 
- AFM, E L. „0 .. 7 i 
3 —_— Thy Fathe — 
ki rich paaſlions;, Theſe, andicheſe alone, 
. —— Love s, and eld che king, 
keene n ice ente e eee 
Boaſted not:chanmg:to-grice;aManarch's hne, 
f Tat would thy, well ſuit, his mipiſter. 7 > 4 | 
I therefore meant to aſk thee M 
And (that my wa gef ſkill-in choice might rape © | 
All cenſure) ice che Udle in Hatewood caſtle. | 
_  Evean 3 and. 1 bak. 1 


1 33 118 RAS Fey wad Sth 1 
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; if ſo, what denger.n * 2 a7 Mai E {2 U | 
"aa "Tr ATHEL- 


28 N L F. R II D A. 
: : | TI US 0 Arlt L WO FD: 2 D Jis | bee 
ts 421 thou 1 Vs. hat, danger | 
sdestb, 8 * glapce not 1 Fog OC 
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The King i is near at hand. This quick approaclt 
Will fure prevent t this proud Earl's cruel purpoſe. 
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His pinions cloth'd with downy gold; 
Here, ſmiling ſtretch his tutelary wand ? 
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Tho' now ye circle yon eternal throne 
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Will not your train deſcend in radiant ſtate, 
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Whoſe melting voice the warbling woodlark's 905 
Shall ſhe be deem d my tival? Shall a form 
Of elemental droſs, of mould'ring clay, .. .__ - 
Vie with theſe charms imperial | ? The poor worm 
Shall prove her conteſt vain, - Life's little day,, 
Shall paſs, and ſhe is gone: while I appear 
Fluſh'd with the bloom 0. younn thro' Heav'n' 
| eternal year. | 


Know, Mortals, koi ere firſt ye bens, 
Ere firſt theſe orbs in ether hung. | 
Il ſhone amid the heav'nly throng 
Theſe eyes beheld Creation's dane o 135 ut) 
This voice began the choral la,, 
And taught Archangels their. e ang 
Pleas'd I ſurvey'd bright Nature's gradual birtb, 
Saw infant Light with kindling luſtre ſpread, 
Soft vernal fragrance clothe the flow n 
And Ocean heave on his extended bed; 
Saw the tall pine aſpiring pierce the ſky, 
The hes Lion — the Mts * fly. * : 


"7 


EEE 
Laſt, Man aroſe, erect in youthful grace; 
 Heav'n's hallow d image ſtampt upon his face; 

And, as he roſe, the high beheſt was giv'n, 
That I alone of all the hoſt of heav'n, 
Should reign Protectreſs of the godlike Youth.” 
Thus the Almighty ASIAN he ” and call'd me 

Txorn. 


a . 
, o 
4 


| ATHELWOLD, EDWIN, CHORUS. 


5 ATH ELW OIL D. 
Baniſh me! No. Pt die. For why ſhould Life 
Remain a lonely lodger in that breaſt - 
Which Honour leaves deſerted? Idle breath 7 
Thou can'ſt not fill ſuch vacancy. Be 4 dal 
This ſword ſhall free 


fg CHORUS. 
| Oh ſhame to Fortitude! 

Shame to that manly paſſion, which inſpires 

Its vigorous warmth, when the bleak blaſts of Fate 

Would chill the ſoul. Oh call the ready virtue 

Quiek to thy aid, for ſhe is ever near the 


Is ever prompt to ſpread her ſevenfold field 
Oer noble breaſts. 


ATH ELW OI b. | 

| | And but o'er noble breaſts 5 
Not oer the breaſt which livid Infamy 

Inde libly has ſpotted. Oh ſhame, ſhamey 

Sword, rid me of the thought» 


4 „„ | f CHORUS. 


| 


oO 


Think bet a Mas e helmws 
The wretch's trembling ſoul, who hunches forth 
Dnlicens'd to Eternity. Think, think; © 
And let the thought reſtrain thy | impious hand. 
The race of Man is one vaſt marthall'd a army, 
Summon'd to paſs the ſpacious realms of 1 ne, 
Their leader the Almighty. In that march 
Ah who may quit his poſt? when high in Air 


The chos'n Archangel rides, whoſe right hand ue 
Th' imperial ſtandard of heay*n's providence, 


u ee Aki Fong thro? Os vaul 


3 * * 2 
* 8 


Tes, 1 was once 905 fy his 8 7 97 mY 
A man of ſuch try d faith, ſuch ſteady 8 ar 


As mock'd all doubt and ſcruple,— What a, hang! 
Noy, muſt that unſtain'd, virgin charact acter, 1 er 


Be dpom' q to groſs and hgurly proſtit . * 


Sating the luſt of fender; and (wy: * a 
My chaſte Etraina! 0 G | N 
Fl By to Wie ber, 15 | 


WO oo OLIN 'F W £4346 „ * My OT, 
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— . gn int 2 
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e 'Forbear, forbear | 


#2 820 * 
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A THELW-OLD. 


G n 1 mean i "ng rn 
And would'ſt thou nn e 2-256 l 
„ rw 
ee, Tes, Sir, 1 hold , 


"Tis a to 7 0 king, py ove | to you, eee 
Thus to oppoſe your entrance. ESE] 2 
| n . EL 
A 6 e What, chow euer. 


Forgot, chat I ſtood here a baniſſid Mann: to 
And that this gate was ſhut againſt its Mei" 
And yet this gate leads to my dear El IR Db 0 
Can it be bart d to me? Oh Earth, cold Earth, 
Upon whoſe breaſt I caſt this load of mis ry, 
Bear it awhile ; and you, ye aged Oaks, fa 
Ye venerable Fa athers of tis _— 
Who oft haye cool'd Beneath your ching e 
My humble anceſtors, oft ſeen them e 10 
To your ſpread umbrage, from yon ſultry field, 4 | 
Their ſcene of haneſt labour, ſhade, ah! made, 
The laſt, the wretchedeſt of al their race. x 0 
I will not long 7 pollute ye; for 11 mean . {0 r 
To pay | beneath your conſecrated gloom . 


| E fs * 6 
On me their baſe Ebene 0 0 * mY 


_ 3 * og . . 
1 » "EDWIN | 
8 . * _— 


4 1 


r rn b „ ay 


rb 9 
L119 Siet ye Vinglh 4 
How Horror mades his brow z mew Une his ee 4 4 
Heav'ns| what defpair— „ N 
2 „ LEE ads we 4 
CHORUS. | 


| Evpwtw, tis ever this. + 
With noble minds, if chance they ſlide to fol; 
Remorſe ſtings deeper, and relentleſs Conſcience i 
Pours more of gall into the bicter cup 1 2 
Of their ſevere repentance: "TY 


A 6 H E LW 0 L D. 
", reſolvd: 

ll enter and demand a bond audience. 
And yet how vain ] Ere I can reach his ear, 
His ready train will ſtop me, and, with all » 
The cruel punctuality of offices, - | _— 
So prompt to act gainſt fallen favourites, „ 
Diſmiſs me with reproof. —Surely 1 heard her. 2 
Was t not ELy81D4's voice? *Tis ſhe herſelf. 


ELFRIDA, E DGAR, Free 
|  ORGAR, CHORUS 


ELF RI DA. 


No, I will once more claſp him to-my boſom, 
I will not be withheld. 1 will ofertake him, 
Will go with him to exile. Hah, my Huſband! _ | 
So quickly found? T hey * to tear me * 4 
5 thee; 1 ee 2 5 
Bur ve vill pare no more. AA 
WH | 1b | 


, 


EDGAR. 
95 Take heed, 1 
This ill-tim'd fondneſs may recall the fate 
I juft ne now freed him from; who loves like me 
Can ill brook this. Or quit him, or he dies. 


ATHEL w OLD. 

, ; let me die! Death is my deareſt wiſh, 

Quit me, ELyrriDA! leave me to my fate. 

'Tis juſt, tis juſt. Thus to my ſov'reign's ſword 


Freely I bare my breaſt. Strike, injur'd Prince; 
But do not baniſh me. 


ELF RI D A. 
What, ATHELWOLD, 
Is then the life, on whoſe dear preſervation _ 
ELrR1DA's peace depends, not worth the ſaving A 
Die then. But ere thy murd'rer ſtrikes the ſtroke, 


Let me inform him, that his act * 
No ſingle life. 


E D GAR. | 
By heav'n, ſhe loves the traitor | 
Beyond all hope of change—— 


E LFRIDA. 
Noe, Arnzxwol p, 
Thou ſhalt not die. That pauſe in royal Epo AR 
Beſpeaks forgiveneſs. He will ſoon relent; 


wy 


And mercy, flowing from his gracious: tongue, 
Seal thy full pardon, Let us kneel, my Lord? 


Seize the important moment z kneel togegherz 
| And, 


5 


And, as theſe esta eyes and lifted bande 
Employ each act of flent ſupplication, . 
Do thou recount Ah! no, thy modeſt ow 15 
Could never tell ev'n half the gallant Korp.“ 

Be ſilent then. LetEvcar's ſelf reflect; 

For well I know his Mem'ry writes thy Vit 
Upon its faireſt page. Yes, let him weigh © 
All thy paſt deeds of loyalty and faith, 

e this ſo hay: a fault. 


el eng 1050 * = dc as AA 
PF e 24407 N. S naht a malt! 

Had he aideagd my nebel coffer'd webe, 

Diſpers d ſedition's poiſon mid my troops 

Or aim'd with daring and rebellious hand 


To ſnatch theſe regal honours from by woes 
| ſooner could have pardon' d. 


| aTHELWOLD, „ 
| . Ceaſe, ELrR1DA, _ 
My doom is jules royal Sir, I go 
To baniſhment. I do deſerve to breathe, © 
Deſerve to bear this load of life about me, 75 | 
For many years; to lengthen out my age, 
TLiſt'ning the hourly knell of curſt remembrance, 
Whoſe leaden ſtroke ſhall tell to dis ad 4 

That I was faithful once. 


Ws L PR T Wa. 
; Ws iba nine Benn af 
What! "will this and not move thee ? Knew 


; FRET is a roſe-hp'd Seraph fits on high, 
* | H 2 v 


#5 
4 4 
* * 
** 


oY E L FRI D 4. 
Who ever bends his holy ear to earth 
To mark the voice of Penitence, to conch | 
Her ſolemn ſighs, to tune them to his harp, | 
And echo them in harmonies divine BO 
Up to the throne of Grace. Ey'n Heav'n is von a 
By Penitence, and ſhall Heav'n's ſubſtitute, | " 
Shall Epo AR ſcorn— E 


ed 


E D G A R. 3 
Ceaſe, ceaſe, thou beauteous e 
Ah far too beauteous ! Would'ſt thou gain thy ſuit, 
Why glows that vermil lip? why rolls that eye 
Bright as the ray of Morn? Why in each al 
Such inexpreſſive graces, but becauſe 
They're native all, and will not be 3 If 0 
Elſe ſure each charm betrays him, and becomes | 
An advocate, whoſe, ſilent eloquence : . 1 
Pleads gainſt thy voice, and foils its 3 power. 
Traitor! was this the face which thy falſe tongue | 
Profan'd as vulgar? This ſuch common beauty 
As the fair eye of Day beheld each hour 1 
In ev'ry clime he lighted | ? Baſe diſſembler, BY ſ EE 
This inſtant quit our realm. _ anal 1 
$1 E LE RINA. W in 
e On ſtay thee, been, 
And once more hear me. At thy feet I fall 
As earneſt, and diſtreſt a Faw 5 Lb | 
As &er embrac'd the knees of Majeſt — |», 
Ohl ſpare. thy Country's guardian, Eudax, ſos 
* . ſureſt Wencke Let got one fault. 


5 Cancel 
” Þ 


E L. r RIDA. 


2 his thouſand, thouſand acts of faith. 


Alas! I fall ta vaineſt 
we 


repetition. / 4. 


| whelming grief drowns all my faculties, . 
And leaves me nought but tears. 


3 


» 


EDGAR, 
1 8 Ri, rk EST 


Shall he then i live! a r ee les | 
DS OT iN g 
He ſhall, he ſhall, enn. YA. 


If ſo lemi the W within ae e 
Our ſentence limited. | 


ELT AIDA. 
Oh ſtop not Wers FT 
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That ſentence will be death to 'ATatLwoin. 
Think, for thou know?ſt full well his rome 778 

Can he ſupport the rigour of this doom 
Can he, who liv'd but in thy gechde 1 
Who'd pine, if chance thoſe ſmiles a ſingle hour _ 
Were dealt him thriftily; think, © can he wc oth | 


T he — of exile? 


1504. 

e Hear me, ArazLwoup. ” 
Did I not am an thy much-favour'd heddde 
My thickeſt honours, and witch gift fo ready . 


* * . 


| * 


As out-run all requeſt? Did 1 not hold thee © 
Still in ſuch open confidence of Fa" © 4, 


Such oye ag——=, © 


3 "= . 
* 
- 4 „ 


=. 


* 


ATHEL: 


| Shot flames. Perdition ſeize me, if this > pare 


we ek OS 


ATHELWOLD. 
Sooner ſtab me than repeat ite 
E D G A R. 

Vet give me hearing. I repeat not this 
To taunt or gall thee. On my ſoul thy worth 
Pid o'ertop all thpſe honaurs, and thy zeal 
EKept pace with my beſt love. Nor *till this Deed 
But ſuch a deed | look there, look on that face. 
Thou know'ſt me, ATHELWoOLD, has ſeen me gaze 
On a ſoft yielding fair one, till mine eye 


* 


Knew Love till now. 


ATHELWOL D. | 
I fee it plain, my Liege. 


Nor ſay I tnt to leſſen my Offence. 


No, here I kneel, Oh! caſt but on my mis'r 
One kind forgiving glance; n ready - nate * 
Shall expiate Es \ 


ELFRIDA || 
Ah! will you? muſt he die 


EDGAR. 
No, ſtay thee, ATHELWOLD,. and ſheath thy ſword ; 1 
I never yet (fave but this hour of rage! 
Deem'd thee my ſubject. Thou wert ſtil} my friend: ; 
And, injur'd as I am, thou ſtill art ſuch: _ | 
I do forego the word; to baniſh thee  _. 
Or ſeal * death, tranſcends a friend's Juſt right, 


ELFRIDA. 


E L. F R N x 


E LF RID A. 
Ah gen rous deed ! ah godlike goodneſs ! Virgins, 
The king will pardon him. Wake each high note 
Of praiſe, and gratitude, teach Epo AR 's name 
To Harewood's furtheſt Echo. Oh my Soy” reigh | l 
What words can ſpeak my thanks— 


EDGAR. 


Nay, check wes nabe, 
Leſt, FP I ſee thee thus, my ſoul forget 
Its milder purpoſe. I will leave thee, A 


Fa. 
3 
- 


Yet firſt my lips muſt preſs this gentle handy 


And breathe one ſoft ſigh of no common fervour; 
Now on, my Lords. Fair wonder of thy ſex, | 
Adieu. We'll ſtraight unto our realm of Mercia. 


+ Yet firſt, as was our purpoſe, thro? this foreſt, 


We'll chace the nimble Roebuck z may the ſpo „ 
More pleaſe us, than we hope.” Earl ATHELWOLD, 


Th hou too muſt join our train. Follow us ſt raighe. 


[ Exit Elgar, Se. 
ATHELWOLD. FEY 


1 do, my Liege. ELrriva, til 8 


For thy lov'd ear, and have but one farewell 


To tell it al And yet— | 


ELI RI D A. „ 
wy, Ah loiter not, 2-0 


It may enrage. Farewel. Be ſure, take hee 


I come not in your talk; avoid ey'n thinking; 
Check ev'n the ſighs of abſence. Haſte, my Earl, 

Oh haſte n as thou loy'ſt T7 conſtant wife: 
| [Exit Aubell, 
ORGAR, 


js PI F Rn D A. 


ox AR, ELFRIDA, Cemorvs,” 


ORGA R. | 
Thy conſtant Wife ! ah, ſtain of all thy race, 
Degen'rate Girl! Henceforth be Ox deem'd 
Of ſoft, and dove-like temper, who could ſee. 
A child of his ſtoop to ſuch vile abaſement, 
And yet forbore juſt wrath; forbore to draw 


That blood ſhe had defil'd from her mean veins. 


But ſure thou art not mine; ſome Elf or Fay 
Did ſpirit away my babe, and by curſt charms 
Thee in her cradle plac' d. Nay hang not on me: 


Dry, dry thy tears, they've done their office amply: 


Epox has pardon'd him. No, by my Earldom, 
I cannot think of majeſty thus meanly. 

He'll yet avenge it : What if chance he ſhould not? 
That ſtops not me; I have a heart, an arm, | 
A ſword can do me juſtice. | 


ELFRIDA . 
Ah! my Lord, 
Are you ſtill mercileſs? Alas, I hop'd 


ORG AR. 
What could thou hope, ErrriDa? couldit thou 
TIS 
I &er would pardon his vile perfidy, 


Or thy ignoble ſoftneſs? 


E LF RID 1 
1 Deareſt Father, 


ron not thus ſternly on me, I would fain 
a Touch 


2 Hnr. 1 


Touch your relenting ſoul, fain win your heart 

To fatherly forgiveneſs. For thro' life 3 
I've oft had pleaſing proof how that forgiveneſs // 3 
Stoopꝰd to my fond perſuaſion. But I fear  - © „ 
Perſuaſion now has left me. My fad e AN } 

Are all on wing, all following ATazLwoLD, - / | 

Like unſeen miniſtring ſpirits: Pardon, Sir, 

That frown ſhall check me, Pll not mention . | 

I will but plead for my on weakneſs, N 2 
For that ſoft ſympathy of ſoul, which you © 
Deem baſe and ſervile. Baſe. perhaps it might be, | 
Were L of bolder ſex. - Bur 1. "alas 1=- 1 ng 1 | 
Ah pardon me, if Nature ſtampt me Wm jg + 
Gave me a heart ſoft, gentle, prone to pity; // _— 
And very fearful. Fearful, ſure withicaule = 
At this dread hour, when if one hapleſs er iN 01 3 
One ſigh break forth unbid; it may rekindle = 
The monarch's rage—What has my phrenzy ſaid ? . = 
I've wander'd from my meaning. Deareſt Virgins, > 
My raſh tongue more inflames him. Oh aſſiſt me, 

Ye are not thus oppreft with inward horrour ; rh 


_ Knee, TO: e convince . 


OY my adh. 
What may a rate x tin dg Tos. "2 
This furious Earl? OO 2 RET Ot ek 


7, en of 0 R . A 13 

Te well may 3 Maiden, | 

Kao my, firm ws reſolv d, and be my Ms 
1 
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As haſe as ATHELWoOLD's, if it foregges 
The honeſt reſolution. Think what I, 0 T 
What Britain ſuffers from this Traitor's fraud $ 
Had EpoAR took my daughter to his bed. 
Our Britiſh Line, which now is — to aa 

In vile ſubjection, had again afſum'd AE v7 18 
Ihe pall of royalty, with half its power”. tow li. 
In time perchance the whole. But this falſe Saxon 
Shall with his life repay me. Here Fil wait 
HFis firſt return, and in his own: domain 
Give him fair combat. I have known the 4 11 
When this good arm had hardihood enough 

For thrice his proweſs. What is loſt thro? age, | 
My juſt cauſe ſhall ſupply; and he ſhall fall! 
As did the traitor Oswal b, whoſe bald tongue 
Defam'd me to King ArnELSTAN: * the ground 


i. Aer, _— ae the PE e ; 
| INV (kit ore. 
kr FRIDA, exon Was vi 
"ELFRIDA. 4 100 
e "Thinks, my Lord 


Will ArRETworp, will he enter thoſe liſts, 

Where conqueſt would be parricide? Alas, 
"He hears me not. Go, thou obdurate Man. 
A davghter's tears will but the more provoke thee, 
I will not follow kim. No, poor ELFriDal 

All thou can'ſt do ãs here tò ſtand, and weep, | 


* feel that chou art l _ 
an wt 90: eee n uc endaus 5 


5 
% : 
: ” 
* * ua 


r r —_ 


enonvs 
Deareſt D 
Reftrain this flood of tears, rende. 1 „ 
in Laura ohF: 
r 4: ene | 
Ah! mock me not with hopes x. Sr” 
CHORUS, | „ 
25 we do not mean it: 


For Hob cho? "tis ple Sorrows only | cordial „„ 
Has yet a dull and opiate quality, e 

Enfeebling what it lulls. It ſuits not N ; 
For, as we fear— x 


5 Ir A1 4. een 


ne Do you 60s a n, 
'F fatter'd my poor - fout that all its Fears he 


Were Griet's diſtemper'd coinage, that my Le. 
Rais'd cauſeleſs apprehenſions, and at length 
Epox would quite forgive. I do bethink N 
My joy broke forth too raſhly. When they ee, 
His ſafety was not half ſecur'd ; my pleading 
Was not half heard; I ſhould have follow'd Eva, 
Claim'd more full-pardon, mg lo _— 4 
My be Sho Lord. 3 


1 
* 


3 CHORUS. 1 

ee we fear ibat fotrow more 
Than Eben rage. We fear his fallen Virtue.” 
Self. condemnation works moſt ſtrongly on him, 
ag EY n to e e Ev'n at * = 
I 2 15 8 
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No joy fluſh'd on his cheek; we mark'd him a 
He ſhew'd no ſign of welcome. No, he took it 

As who ſhouid ſay, To give me aught but Death 
<« Is a poor boon unwiſh'd and unaccepted. = 
Too much w we fear he'll do ſome impious Act — 


E L FRI D A. 


| What, on his life? I thought I had explor'd. 


Each various face of danger: this eſcap'd me. 
How miſs'd I this? It ſuits his courage highly; 
Suits too his fix'd remorſe. —But yet he will not, 
No, ATHELWOLD, thou wilt not kill RG. 


CHORUS. 
Oh may his love preſerve him : may theſe mates 
Receive him ſoon in peace. To this bleſt end 
You ſure ſhould ftrive to calm your Father's rage; 5 
At leaſt not iuffer him, as now, retir d | 


To brood o'er his revenge. For know, ELTRID A, 
Beneath the ſilent gloom of Solitude 


Tho? Peace can fit and ſmile z tho*. meek Content 
Can keep the chearful tenor of her ſoul, 

Ev'n in the lonelieſt ſhades; yet let not Wrath | 
Approach, let black Revenge keep far af, | 


Or. ſoon they flame to Madneſs. . 


ELF RIDA 
True, my Virgins 7 
Attend me "EP Pll try each winning art: 
Tho! ill ſuch art becomes me, yet I'll aim it.— - - 


| amn I heard ee | 


"Raps: 


* E K 1 D' A _ 


| | CHORUS! 1 
Oh Heav'ns! tis EDw] . 105 1 


EL FRI DA, EDWIN, cH 0 * 18 


E LF R I D - 

= RAW. ah! that look 
Beſpeaks too well the horrour of * errand. 
Tell it me E ft 


E Wepidals 
FOR Alas #3 


ELFRIDA. 
| 55 Nay, do not pauſe. 
Tell it SE I think it will ee enn 
Repeat each circumſtance. Im n . 
Ey'n for the worſt. 158 Mane 


| "6 D w I N. | 
Then hear that worth — 
Soon as the ſtag had left yon weſtward thicket, 
The King diſmiſs'd his Lords; each ſeveral ways, 
To their beſt ſport, bidding Earl ATSzLwoLD, , "I 
Lord Ax buli pn, and myſelf; attend his perſon.. - 
Thus parted from the reſt, the Monarch Reed 
A darkling dell, which open'd in a Lan 
Thick ſet with elm around. Suddenly here 
He turn'd his ſteed, and Ne “This ne Wan 
n | . 


_— 


— 


by 0 


1 
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ELFRIDA. 
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EL FRI DA. 


Purpoſe} what purpoſe, A 
*T was predetermin'd then, —. pe! 
How could I *. or hope 


K D 0 1 N. 

0 Let dire me hearing ; 
Thus with: a grave "ORR and calm eye, 
King Epcar ſpake. Now hear me, Arn ELwð 0. D; 
Thy King has pardon'd this thy trait'rous act: 

From all diſloyal baſeneſs to thy prince 

Thou ſtand'it ablolv*d; yet, know, there ſtill remains 
Somewhat to cancel more. As man to man, 
As friend to friend, now, ATHeLwoLD, I call thee - 
Straight to defend thy life with thy good ſword. 
| Nay, anſwer not; defend it gallantly. © 
If thy arm proſper, this my dying tongue 
Shall pardon thee, and bleſs thee. If thou fall'ſt, 
Thy parting breath muſt to my right reſign 
Exrxipa's beauties. At the word, both drew. 
D fought; but ATHELWOLD' was OA. | 
| r AA 
He aim'd his falckion at the Monarch's duh 
Only to leave his own brave breaſt defenceleſs. 
And on the inſtant Epcax's rapid ſword +. 
| Pierc'd my dear maſter's heart. He fell to earths: 
And, falling, cry'd, © This wound atones for all. 
« Epcas, thus full aveng'd, will pardon me. 
« And my true wife wh chaſte, connubial tears, 
1 « Embalm my ** He ſmil'd, and dy'd. 


if " "ELTRIDA 


* 


- * - 
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Avenge her wrongs, avenge your poor Ex RIA, 
Tour helpleſs, widow'd daughter, 
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ä Hear, Angels, 1 
Hear from theſe nether thrones of Light ; 
And Oh! in golden characters record 
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